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 part VI. Local Government
be desirable.1 The report of the Local Government Boundary Com-
mission for 1947 2 contained a description of the causes of weakness
in local government and put forward some far-reaching recommen-
dations for reform. The dissolution of the Commission in 1949 was
accompanied by a statement of the Minister of Health that the review
of the structure and functions of local government was a constant
preoccupation of the Government but no indication was given that
the review would result in action at an early date.3
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The general supervision of the work of local government autho-
rities in England and Wales when it is not, as with education, for
example, administered by another Ministry has been undertaken
since 1951 by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government ;|this
department also has a general responsibility for financial grants by
the central government to these authorities. Its other main tasks
are the housing programme, which is executed by district councils,
the new towns, through the agency of development corporations
and the control of land use in accordance with the town and country
planning legislation. AH these functions were given to the depart-
ment by Orders in Council made under the Ministers of the Crown
(Transfer of Functions) Act, 1946, which enables the adjustment of
departmental organisation by delegated legislation. The functions
of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government as the chief
central department concerned with local government administration
were formerly exercised by the Ministry of Health, itself the successor
in 1919 of the Local Government Board which was created in 1872.
The Ministry of Health was established by the Ministry of Health
Act, 1919, in order to centralise under one department the control
of matters affecting, public health. The department took over the
work of the old Local Government Board and of the National
Insurance Commissioners and some functions of other departments,
e.g. the Board of Control supervising the care of mental patients,
which was formerly under the Home Office. The Local Government
Board had as its chief functions (1) the control of poor relief;
(2) powers in relation to public vaccination; (3) general control over
the registration of births and deaths, and (4) supervision, with some
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